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'FOR GOD, KING, AND COUNTRY'
During my peregrinations T once came across boys in uni-
form and asked them what their uniform meant. I observed
that their uniform was made of foreign cloth or cloth woven out
of foreign yarn. They said it was scouts' uniform. They whetted
my curiosity by the answer. I was eager to know what they did
as scouts. The answer was that they lived for God, King, and
Country. 'Who is your King ?' I asked. ' King George/ was the
reply.' How about Jalianwala ? Supposing you had been in that
place on the 13th April, 1919 and were asked by General Dyer
to shoot your terrified countrymen, what would you have
done ?'
' Of course I would not have obeyed the command/
* But General Dyer wore the King's uniform ? '
* Yes, but he belongs to the bureaucracy and I have nothing
to do with it/
I suggested that he could not separate the bureaucracy
from the King, that the King was an impersonal ideal existence
which means the British Empire and that no Indian could
remain loyal, in the accepted sense, to the Empire as it was
at present represented and be loyal to God at the same time,
An Empire, which could be responsible for the terrorism of the
martial law regime, that would not repent of the wrong, that'
could enter into secret treaties in breach of solemn obligations;
could only be reckoned as a godless Empire. Loyalty to such m
Empire was disloyalty to God.
The boy was puzzled.
I continued my argument: * Supposing our country be-
comes godless in order to enrich itself, exploits other peopld,
traffics in intoxicants, goes to war for the sake of extending its
trade and resorts to fraud in order to sustain its power and
prestige, how can we be consistently loyal to God and country?,
Must we not forsake the country for the sake of God ? I sug-*
gest, therefore, that you should bind yourself to be faithful and
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